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PEEFACE. 



Hardly any one who reads the accounts of 
what is spoken and done in the world can 
fail to perceive an extending disaifection to 
the Laws and Institutions of the Kingdom, 
a diminution of the old loyal and national 
spirit, a depreciation of our privileges and 
blessings, civil and religious, and the • pre- 
monitory signs of a dangerous conflict between 
the different classes of society, which, unless 
restrained Iby a firm hand, directed by a 
judicious and loving spirit, dealing out justice 
and equity to all classes, may bring us into 
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a similar condition with that of France at 
the termination of her war with Germany. 

Whilst laid up for three or four weeks 
with a broken leg, the Author, under the 
reflections which presented themselves during * 
that seclusion from active duties, composed 
the following Essays, ss a tribute and legacy 
of duty and affection, in his old age, to his 
beloved country. 



®nt gtar Plofl^jer ^auntxij. 



Noblest and best of all National Foster Mothers ! 
let me approach thee with all dne sentiments of love 
and reverence and devotion; for thou art worthy 
of these tributes of filial duty and affection — thou 
dost justly challenge them of all thy children. The 
noblest^ indeed^ thou art^ for what other foster 
mother has bred and reared such an illustrious and 
wide-extended offipring as thou ? Every quarter of 
the world is largely peopled^ and richly endued with 
thy enterprising and persistent race^ who have 
proved themselves the most noted and successful of 
all the sons of Adam in fulfilling the decree of their 
Maker^ ^' to replenish the earth and subdue it^'^ and 
to establish their " dominion over the fish of the 

B 
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sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over everythinof 
that moveth upon the earth/' What a galaxy of 
amphibious heroes hast thou sent forth from the 
reign of the Maiden Queen to the present day. 
The Raleighs, the Frobishers, the Drakes, the 
Cavendishes, the Cabots, the Cooks, the Ansons, 
the Parrys, the Franklins, the Mo Clures, &o. They 
have been constantly and assiduously planting or 
reforming new Kingdoms and Empires in Asia, 
America, and Australasia, and in the ''Isles of the 
Sea,'' till their language and laws, institutions and 
customs, and, above all, their reformed religion, 
are obtaining a preponderance and prevalence over 
those of all other nations ; the action of this little 
Island has been like that of the pebble cast into the 
lake, '' the centre moved a circle straight succeeds, 
another still, and still another spreads>'' till the 
wide-expanded seas and oceans, and overy isle and 
continent have acknowledged her centrifual impulse. 
And what a noble succession of warriors hast thou 
nurtured and sent forth to maintain the sovereignty 
of the seas for thy sure protection, and to concentrate 
in thee an emporium and asylum for the whole world ! 
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Besides those great navigators whom I have men- 
tioned^ some of them great in battle^ as well as in 
nautical skilly how can I find time and space for 
justice to the innumerable host of naval worthies 
who have fought thy battles, gained thy victories, 
and established thy renown throughout the earth : 
the Howards, the Benbows, the Vemons, the 
Eodneys, the Howes, the Bridports, the Jarvises, 
the Nelsons, the Duncans, the Cochranes, the 
Shannon-Brooks, the Hosts, and numberless others, 
to the present day ? 

And, on land, from Galcagus and Caraotacus, 
Alfred the Great, Cceur de Lion, the Edwards and 
the Black Prince, Henry of Monmouth, Marl- 
borough and William,' Olive, and Wolfe, and 
Abercrombie ; and, above all, the redoubted Wel- 
lington, with his noble band of Peninsular renown ; 
Nelson and Wellington, who fought, not only to 
defend thee, our dear old Mother ! but fco protect 
and liberate all other nations. 

Here let me repeat what 1 7 years ago I devoted 
to the memory of those unequalled warriors and 
patriotic heroes. 

b2 
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ON THE DEATH OP NELSON. 

Alas^ that he^ whose skill and miglit^ 
By patriot aims directed right, 
Raised him above all mortal height. 

Untimely fell ! 
Lo ! as his feet the waters trod 
He seemed the Ocean's Demigod, 
Where all who dared his powerful rod 

Confessed its spell. 



'Ere life's meridian hour had sped. 

In Victory's arms his spirit fled. 

And Cypress claimed to bind the head 

With laarel crowned. 
But many an aspirant for fame. 
Enkindled by his cherished name. 
And bright example caught the flame 

He spread around. 
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Nor, shonld occasion e^er demand 
Like skilful mind or vigorous hand. 
Or zeal to serve the much-loved land 

That gave him birth. 
Would England find a lack (to guide 
Her noble sbns, and at their side 
To glory still, thro' conquest, ride) 

Of native worth. 

» 

For lo, the magic words he gave — 
'Ere through the hostile line he clave- 
The motto still that fires the brave — 

Inspire their deeds : 
And still with every gallant tar. 
At home, abroad, or near, or far, 
" His duty," for his guiding star. 

To Victory leads. 
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AT THE BURIAL OF THE DUKE OF 

WELLINGTON. 

Eequiem. 

Within this saintly pile, 

Beneath this sacred dome. 
Best, noble warrior ! rest awhile, 

In thy last peaceful home. 

• 

Om: grief bedews the bier 

Which thy blest corse contains ; 

A grateful nation^s sorrowing tears 
Embalm thy loved remains. 

Oar peaceful streets did mourn. 
As, through the crowded way. 

With solemn pomp they saw thee borne 
In slow and sad array. 

Lo I every nation sends 

Her chiefest man to tell 
The sympathy of each, that blends 

With thy deep-toning knell. 
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The living world unites 
Its prompt accord to show, 

To join thy last funereal rites. 
And help to lay thee low. 

Rest ! noble warrior ! rest ! 

No mortal man before 
Was reverenced, mourned, and blest 

A.S thou, nor can be more. 

The breath of honor sheds 

Its perfume all around : 
For heroes here have made their beds 

In this twice-hallowed ground. 

The earth in which thou'rt laid 

Is moist with pious grief. 
Which erst, as now, thy country paid 

To her great naval chief. 

Ye mighty men of War ! 

Twin Patriots close allied — 
Ye must not now be parted far : 

Lie closely side by side. • 
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For ne'er to earth hath gone 

A pair so noble foand : 
The pride of Armies thou hast shone ; 

He ruled the Ocean round. 

When aged feet shall tread 
With cautious step and slow 

Around the grave of either dead^ 
And point to each below ; 

Of thy great deeds on land 

And his upon the sea^ 
The young shall hear^ their hearts expand^ 
And wish the like to be. 

When friends and kindred come 

Of those they lost to tell. 
Their pride shall keep their sorrow dumb, 

Because with thee they fell. 

« 

Here strangers from afiir 

Shall visit oft thy grave. 
Whose country thou didst shield in war. 

And from destruction save. 
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Fair France herself shall yield 

The praise and honor due 
To him who^ when he won the fields 

Proved generous^ kind^ and tme. 

Best ! noble Warriors ! rest ! 

Yoor tasks and works are wrought : 
With mighty powers and talents blest. 

Ye lost and wasted nought. 

In Worlds above the sky 

There^s rest, and peace, and joy ; 
Honor and praise that never die. 

For both, without alloy. 

To loftier conquests thou 

May^st lead new hosts of light ; 

And he through seas of crystal plough. 
Endued with hoUer might. 
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• 

Not inferior in the Law are thy sons to any on 
earth : the Granvilles, the Cokes, the Gascoigns, the 
Bacons, the Hales, the Somers, the Mansfields, the 
Hardwicks, the Eldons, and a noble company of 
kindred and learned companions to the Kingsdowns 
and Westburys, the Cairns and Palmers, of the 
present day. 

In the beneficent art of Healing, who can surpass 
the skill and learning of Sydenham and Pringle, 
Cooper and Abemethy, Brodie and Lawrence, the 
Hmiters and Wardrop, Jenner and Simpson, Fer- 
guson and Bowman, with their predecessors and 
associates ? 

In the Fine Arts thou need'st not fear comparisons 
with thy sweet Gainsborough, painter of nature; 
Wilson, and Reynolds, and Romney, and the neg- 
lected Thomhill, Hogarth, and Calcott, Linnell, and 
Turner, when depicting nature; Chantry afid Gibfifon, 
and the present generation, with Grant, and a multi- 
tude of well-established and rising artists^ of whom 
to mention any would be invidious towards the rest. 

In Poetry what nation can compete with you, 
darling Mother? Of the ''three poets in three 
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distant ages born/' as "glorious John'* has it, 
your own blind bard will hold his own to the latest 
time ; and who is there amongst the nations to be 
put on the level with thy gentle Shakespear— " that 
bard who at one view could pierce the whole creation 
through ? " "Glorious John ''* himself, in the vigor, 
variety, and harmony of his verse, and in his 
depicture of men and things, is excelled by none, 
and equalled only in parts by few. And Gray, in 
his wisdom and the perfection of his verse, is un- 
equalled by any in his own vein. And Goldie, the 
most simple and loveable of writers, will be read by 
all classes with delight, to the end of the worid. 
Sir Walter the Enchanter will always charm. 
Mystery, affectation, and far-fetched images seem 
to spoil the finest poetical geniuses of the present 
day. Trifling objects in some, laboured enigmas in 
other respects, effeminating words and ezpressiras 
are spoiling some of the works of Keble and Tenny- 
son, both endued with the highest attributes and 
capabilities of poetic excellence, of which they have 
given specimens of surpassing beauty. 

♦ Dryden. 
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If I name Handel in Music^ Germany will claim 
his birth ; but thou wast his Foster Mother^ and to 
thy loving bosom his remains were consigned. A 
giant, head and shoulders above all his musical 
brethren^ he^ above all men^ performed the highest 
office of his profession in '^ raising the soul to 
heaven.^' . Pierce and Jackson^ Ame and Oalcott, 
and many others of the past and present^ may 
challenge their contemporaries in any country. 

In Science^ who can compete with thy illustrious 
oflfepring? With Bacon the advancer, with the 
Marquis of Worcester, who revived the decayed 
inteUigence of the Ancients, and suggested the 
discoveries of the present age; and Newton, who 
surpassed all men in the extent and sublimity and 
benelit of his discoveries. Brindley and Seaton, 
Watts and Stevenson, Woodward and Father Smith, 
Phillips and Conybear, Buckland and Sedgwick, 
Murchison and Lyell, and their present successors, 
amongst whom the younger Herschell shines like a 
star of the first magnitude beneath that of his 
illustrious father; q.nd Wheatstone, like a marvellous 
comet^ exhausting space by seconds instead of 
leagues. 
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And when we consider the highest and most 
important of all human labours in Divinity and 
Theology, our Elizabethan worthies amongst the 
Confessors and Martyrs of our Faith, and their 
immediate successors on the Bench and in the 
Sacred Ministry, we find the profoumdest learning, 
the deepest piety, and the ablest casuisty that the 
world has known. Cranmer, Ridley, Jewell, Barrow, 
Beveridge, Pearson, and Tillotson, and writers up to 
the present hour, have shown that, as their zeal and 
interest, so their learning and ability, have been 
eclipsed by no nation upon earth. 

And, as for the Nobility, so for the Multitude of 
thy foster children, native and adopted. The British 
Isles, the Australian Colonies, the United States, 
the Canadas, and the rest of that growing dominion, 
thy home-bom sons and their descendants, scattered 
about in every part of the world, evince the fecundity 
and energy of the womb from which they have 
sprung; and thy adopted children in India; in Asia 
at large, and in Africa, exceed the children of any 
other kingdom that now exists. It may truly be 
said of thee : the sun never sets upon thy dominions. 
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neitlier doth any limit confine them npon the face of 
the earth. 

And then^ sweet Mother I what is there to excel 
thine own fair face and features^ and the lovely dress 
with which thou art invested ? When a child I 
used to look up to the face of my own dear mother, 
and to think her the beau ideal of all that was good 
and lovely. And so should all thy people look upon 
thee in the aspect of thy varied scenery^ of hill and 
dale, mountain and valley^ wood and glade, lake 
and river. Other countries may present loftier 
mountains, larger rivers, nobler trees, and warmer 
skies ; but thy green enamelled meads, thy hedge- 
rows full of sweet-scented blossoms, and the 
chirpings of the joyous birds ; thy verdant slopes 
bedecked with sheep and kine, thy richly-wooded 
parks, surmounted with noble mansions, lofly spires 
and ivy-covered towers ; and around them, smiling 
cottages, blooming orchards, and well kept gardens, 
redolent of flowers, surpass them all. 

Twenty and more years ago I composed .the 
following lines, which I repeat in thy praise : — 
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The Spring ! the Spring ! the welcome Spring ! 

Borne on the Southern gales^ 
At length appears with dripping wing. 

To irrigate our vales ; 
Her influence benign, through nature felt. 
Bids the deep snow and gelid waters melt. 



Chilled by the Winter's long embrace. 

The sluggish Earth, released. 
Her torpor casts, with smiling face. 

Wakes like an infant pleaded ; 
Elastic and invigorate, expands 
To genial showers her long recruited lands. 



Shake from thy pinions all their dew. 

And then, in colours bright. 
Bid us thy verdant plumage view, 

Overlaid with warmth and light ; 
Now swiftly darting on the gladdened plain. 
And now reflitting up the hills again. 
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Wake up thy song on every spray 

Loud at the Matin-prime^ 
And softer as the evening ray 

Yields to the Vesper chime ; 
Then the dark groves and lovely copses fill 
The live-long night with Philomela's trill. 



With joy and gladness all inspire 

Where life and motion dwell — 
The child delight, and charm the sire — 

Moved by thy mag^c spell ; 
Whilst flocks and herds alike enraptured play. 
Enamoured by thy warm and lightsome day. 



What visions of the bygone times 

Thy potent charms recal I 
What scenes of home, and distant climes. 

Or viewed, or heard withal ! 
Whatever we've seen or read in ancient lore. 
Waked by thy touch, returns to life once more. 



OUR DEAR MOTHER COUNTRY. 17 

Ye classic volumes ! quick unrol. 

And let fond memory trace 
How Roman bards have on your scroll 

Depicted Springes bright face : 
E^en now therein fair Tiber^s plains I view. 
And all those vernal scenes her skilful poets drew. 



But oh ! more heartfelt far and sweet, 

From Grecians earlier page, 
I hear the nightingale repeat 

Their song in Creon^s age ; 
Where groves of laurel meet the tender vine. 
And filled with vocal guests the oUve branches join. 



Ye groves of Araby and Ind, 

Your spicy gales I feel. 
As memory lingers still behind 

To hear your tales reveal 
The opening glories of an Eastern Spring, 
Where Edens richly glow, bright plumaged warblers 
sing. 

c 
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Nor be those sacred scenes forgot 

Where Sharon's blooming rose^ 
And Carmel's forests linger not 

Their beaaties to disclose ; 
While vines their odour shed, the figs appear. 
And turtles woo the opening of the year. 



Sweeter than all we hear or see. 

Those yemal scenes return. 
When in our boyhood, light and free. 

The heart would dance and bum, 
(yer cliffs to roam, or by the hedge-row wild. 
Or basking in the glade, a careless truant child. 
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Thus in youths when sojourning in tropical regions^ 
did I make my heart-felt comparisons in thy favor : — 

When lucre draws^ or discontent impels 

To distant shores^ with brighter climates blest^ 

Where Eden's bloom^ perennial verdure dwells. 
Nor frosts, nor snow, nor chilling blasts molest ; 

Where all is luxury, where all is ease. 

And every scene conspires the admiring eye to please. 

Where trees uncultured, save by sun and dew. 
With loaded branches seek the earth for stay j 

And midst the full-grown fruit and ripenM hue 
The opening buds another bloom display ; 

Where, ere the last wide gathering disappears. 

The rich and fecund soil another offspring rears. 

Whether beneath the long-leafed plaintain laid. 

Or golden orange canopy the h^ead. 
Or in the mangoe or the tamarind shade. 

With wide-extended branches overspread ; 
Fanned by the cooling breeze that freshly blows. 
To assuage the fervid heat where Sol so fiercely glows. 

c2 
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Though brightly beams above a cloudless sky, 
And every tint that radiates in the bow. 

Combines to deck the splendid scenes that lie 
On the majestic hills and plains below ; 

While the huge mountain lifts its lofty crest 

High o^er the rolling clouds that sweep along his 
breast. 



Still will the mind to homeward objects turn, 
(If but one noble spark the soul retains), 

Still will the heart with livelier fondness bum 
In dear remembrance of its native plains — 

Whatever charms those brighter regions boast, 

A generous heart will love its native land the most. 

Still will the constant memory love to view 
The vernal moms that o'er our country break. 

Her Summer's lovely eves and nightly blue. 
Or to her Autumn's richer glow awake ; 

And e'en her Wintriest form, her deepest gloom. 

Appears, by absence changed, enchantment to 
assume. 
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If the inequality and nncertainty of our climate^ 
the irregularity and severity of our seasons be 
objected^ we may allege against what are considered 
more favored climes^ the intensity of their natural 
forces, and the greater ruin and evils occasioned by 
them — volcanic eruptions and earthquakes, thunder 
and lightning, tornado and ^waterspout, monsoon 
and cyclone, flood and fell, drought and famine, 
wild beasts and venomous reptiles, and insects of 
various kinds. 

In the later summer months, thy golden harvests, 
relieved by successions of artificial green crops and 
upland pastures, continued through the early part 
of autumn, afford a pleasing and hopeful prospect of 
plenty through the land. And what can be more 
productive of vigorous health and elastic spirits than 
the clear skies and bracing air of thy riper autumn ? — 
What more beautiful than the warm and varied 
tints of thy seared autumnal woods, presenting 
numerous gradations of the larger part of the 
pictured Iris in its lower bands ? — 
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A sunny day in Autumn 
Is the sweetest of all time— 

'Tis sweeter than the Summer-tide— 
Yea ! sweeter than the Prime. 



For then the air is bright and clear, 

And calm the light blue sky ; 
And the cottage sends its wreaths of smoke 

In freedom up on high. 



AH Nature seems reposing 
From the labours of the year ; 

Her fruitful toils are ended^ 
The harvest fields are clear. 



In orange tints and russet 

The tranquil woods repose. 
Like dear old friendships, mellowing still 
As life draws near its close. 
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What conntoy enjoys more sociable and healtlifbl 
recreations than thine thronghoiit the winter season ? 
— the ^eerfnl notes of the hound and hom^ the 
merry groups disporting on thy ponds and rivers, 
from the timid little novice on the tiny slide to the 
skilful describer of figures on the ice, amidst the 
merry groups of admiring spectators and less 
practised performers. And then, the social gather- 
ings, and merry gambols, and sacred festivals of 
thy Christmas-tide, with the emblematical devices 
and decorations of thy holy fanes, and the blessed 
offices of sympathy and charity towards thy poorer 
children. 



CHRISTMAS BVBBGEEENS. 

Comey gentle maidens, haste and bring 
Each wonted kind of Evergreen ; 

Cer Winter's brow let wreaths of Spring 
In every pleasing guise be seen. 
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While nature rigid lies in -frost, 
Or chills the eyes with face of snow. 

And the pale orb of day is lost, 
Where Summer suns on high would glow. 

The prickly holly first convey, 
With glossy coat and beny bright : 

Fair laurel broad, and kindred bay 
Of smaller leaf and duskier light. 

Forget not, too, the humble box. 
And let the stately cypress yield 

With sombre hue its fresh-shorn locks 
To variegate the colored field. 

^Tis merry Christmas^ hallowed eve ; 

And, ere we think of feast or sport. 
First, let the Prince of Peace receive 

Your tribute in His house and court. 

From the wide arch where, to the west, 
1 he massive portals open wide, 

To the fair altar, deep revest, 
In Orient apse afar descried. 
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Let porch and transept^ nave and aisle^ 

Your cheerful ornaments display : 
Let chancel^ desk, and pulpit smile — 

With grateful looks your toil repay. 

Then all his various works — from man, 

Through nature's wide extent — should give 

The earliest prime — the choicest scan 
To Him who made, and bids them live. 

And when our eye surveys the scene. 
Then emblems to the mind should call 

That Word, which, like those leaves so green, 
Nor wanes, nor fades, nor e'er shall fall. 

The springs and dews of grace divine. 
Which bid man's virtues flourish here. 

So like those leaves to spring and shine. 
Till plucked to deck a holier sphere. 

Whilst all beside shall droop and fade 

TJnblest, as not of heavenly birth ; 
Like the deciduous annuals made. 

To wither, die, and fall to earth. 
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And fail not we to wish and pray 

That^ like those bonghs so green and fair^ 

These temples, too, may brave for aye. 
The wintery frosts and wintery air. 

When foes are fierce^ and friends are cold, 
Or blighting heresies are rife — 

TJnscathed, unchanged, nnohilled may hold. 
The vigorous shoots of light and life. . 

Now to your homes and hearths repair. 
And let your dwellings round be hung ; 

Nor ever prove forgetful there 

Of '' green old age '* from virtue sprung. 

That what in early prime you sow 

The Summer kindred flower shall wear ; 

And fruit in Autumn, or in snow 
A kindred berry late shall bear. 

Stay ! let one homage still be paid. 
Some portion of your gathered store 

Round the low grave be neatly laid. 

Where loved ones rest, to deck them o'er. 
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Ye need not here admonished be 

To. think of those enclosed below : 
How, like the flowers^ they fade and flee^ 

How^ like the leaf^ they come and go. 

But here no less still mindful prove^ 

Of that green leaf which heals mankind^ 

Whose virtues shall the friends you love 
Baise from the graves by these entwined. 

Now God be with us all the while 
In Churchy at home, in every place^ 

Our tears to dry, to light our smile^ 
With joy and comfort of His grace. 

But all these distinctions and excellencies^ as they 
have been chiefly engendered and promoted, so 
must they be constantly upheld by the security and 
tempered liberty of thy well-balanced constitution 
and free institutions. The freedom commenced at 
the Reformation in the exercise of religious thought 
and action ; and the recovery of civil rights from 
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the encroachments of the Stuarts^ have given us 
such a well-tempered government in Church and 
State as no other nation has ever attained ; and well 
will it be for thy children if they content themselves 
with such necessary repairs and essential improve- 
ments as time and circumstances may require. A 
despotic government is never suggested in this 
country by any but the Papal party, who would claim 
an unlimited power for the Pope over all persons, 
souls, and bodies, in every kingdom, to be exercised 
by fire and sword. But of late, since the decree of 
the Parisians, and other large towns in France, for 
a Republic, several of thy factious children are 
senselessly crying out for the same, in the manner 
of some of their fathers at the first Brcvolution in ^98. 
They will possibly be ashamed of the present 
stat^ of Republicanism in France, where the parent 
of yesterday is doomed to death by the child of to- 
day. America will probably be urged as a successful 
rival of our ancient Monarchy. But in reality there 
is little difierence in the powers exercised by the 
different orders of the State in the one country and 
the other: it principally consists in the names 
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assi^ed to each, with a great balance of advantages 
on the side of a limited Monarchy. For. the President 
of the United States has as much constitutional 
power as the Queen of Great Britain, and actually 
exercises more. The United States' Senate has, 
and exercises as much as the House of Lords ; and 
Congress as much as the House of Commons. But, 
on the other hand, the hereditary position of a 
limited Monarch is free from the truckling to parties 
and public prejudices — national and foreign, which 
at every four years, and in the intervals, beset the 
Candidates for the Presidential Chair in the United 
States, and from the quadrennial removal and 
substitution of the public functionaries in that 
Republic. It is the same with: the Candidature for 
the Senate and the Congress. It may be laid 
down as an unquestionable axiom, that, for the 
proper fulfilment of any position in life, public or 
priwite, from the Sovereign on the throne to the 
peasant in the cottage, there is a special training 
and discipline required. 

There is no word in the English language of more 
extensive, and determinate, and acceptable signifi- 
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cation^ than that' of gentleman ; and it is an old 
proverb amongst the English^ that it takes three 
generations of birth and breeding and trainings to 
produce a true specimen. Some few, indeed, receive 
by nature, the true stamp of nobility and gentility 
impressed upon them at their nativity, but they are 
happy exceptions only to the general rule. And 
though the Court of an established Monarchy may 
indeed degenerate from its appropriate refinementj 
as it often has done, into vice and frivolity, yet, main- 
tained in its proper purity and exemplary propriety, 
it so far carries its influence for good on the manners 
of a whole kingdom, and the orderly succession of 
the occupant of the throne exempts a kingdom from 
those disturbing influences and disgusting pro- 
ceedings which characterize the quadrennial election 
of their political chief. The independence and 
sober dignity of the House of Lords, assure to the 
nation a calmer and more considerate attention to 
the matters which are brought to their notice and 
decision, than they usually receive from those who 
depend for their position upon the passions of the 
people, or the pleasure of the Sovereign. This is 
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manifest to all who will pay any attention to the 
nature of those pledges that are exacted of popalar 
candidates in large civic constituencies — pledges that 
are constantly given against the will and feelings — 
against the judgment and conscience of the indi- 
vidual^ who frequently pledges himself to measures^ 
because he knows that they are in no danger of 
being carried. Some^ indeed^ are so complaisant^ that 
if. the question were put to them, "Will you skin 
your grandmother ? *' they would probably require a 
little time to consider, but would hardly dare to give 
a positive refusal. 

And thus measures the most injurious to the 
interests of the kingdom may be entertained^ and 
sometimes passed, and the most salutary rejected, 
because they are not received upon their merits, 
but in reference to the demands of those whom the 
members are pledged to obey. 

It is worse in this respect in the BrCpublic of the 
IJiiited States than in the Commons of England. 
And there is this aggravation in the United States, 
that the highest-principled and most competent men 
in the country abstain from public contests, and 
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resign to inferior persons the exercise of political 
funqtions. There is danger of this being the case 
with us. And if the Ministry and the Commons 
become so deteriorated, the Judges and inferior 
dispensers of the Law may no longer adjudicate 
according to truth and rights but in subseryiance to 
the dictates and evil passions of the multitude with- 
out. , Hitherto, in the main, the current of Justice 
has run pure and clear, and a remedy has generally 
been found for every proven wrong ; nor has the 
Law been often strained to favor the rich at the 
expense of the poor. — Sic Semper, 

And now, dearest Mother, I must laud and bless 
thee, above all things, for the great advantages 
which thy children enjoy in their religious privileges 
and benefits, above all other people. From the 
conversion of the kingdom to Christianity, thy Saxon 
kings and nobles erected Churches, and endowed 
them on their estates for the present and future 
benefit of their families and dependents thereon. 
And though abruption and mis-approbation have 
prevailed in all ages up to the present, the parochial 
system has, nevertheless, survived for the general 
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benefit of the people, and the general welfare of the 
kingdom. By this, the best of all human institutions, 
every child of thine has the right of Christian Bap- 
tism and of Christian burial secured to him without 
fee or reward ; the right of catachetical instruction 
in the Christian Religion, a place of Divine worship, 
and the administration of the Sacraments. 

To talk of disestablishing the Church, is nothing 
less than to rob your children — all your poorer 
children — of these important rights, and to leave 
them to the mercy of those whose object would 
be, in excess of what it is now, to make them pay 
heavily for uncertain means of grace. 

No civilized nation upon the face of the earth has 
exisjbed without a State religion, until the establish- 
ment of the American Republic ; and there has the 
want of religions accommodation for all without the 
towns, especially the poorer classes, been sensibly 
felt, for the lack of which the spasmodic and dis- 
orderly scheme of camp meetings has proved a sorry 
substitute. 

But America, and our later colonies in Australasia, 
would have been infinitely worse off had it not been 

D 



34 OUB DEAR MOTHER COUNTRY. 

for the aid received from the mother country, and 
especially from the officers and members of the 
Established Church, extending the institutions and 
practices thereof throughout those younger countries, 
and influencing, in a salutary manner, the sects 
around them. In fact, the umbilical chord, which 
bound them to the parents' bosom, has never been 
severed; and the children have, from the beginning, 
been partly nourished and supported through the 
yearnings of the maternal bowels, and the efflux of 
the mother^s breast. If you dry those breasts by 
disendowment, you leave the offspring to pine. 

When those countries are settled throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, will be the time to 
test the value of the Parochial system, and to discern 
the evils arising from the want of it. 

And it is a very different thing to commence a 
government in a new country without a State 
religion, and to disestablish the State religion of an 
old country. In England it is interwoven with the 
life and authority of every individual and institution 
of the kingdom, from the Coronation of the Sovereign 
to the burial of the pauper. Who would there be to 
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inaugurate the Sovereign at the Accession to the 
throne 7 to demand and hear his declaration of 
fealty to the constitution and people of the realm ; 

. to anoint his head with oil, and consecrate the act 
with prayer to Him by whom kings reign for the 

. benefit of the people ? Whom would the Lords and 
Commons choose to inaugurate their proceedings by 
prayers and supplications at the throne of Grace ? 
And so with respect to our ships and regiments, our 
hospitals, gaols, infirmaries, unions, and charitable 
institutions. Oh, say some, we can select from the 
difierent sects. Begin with the Coronation Service ; 
one of the chief declArations is, that the Sovereign 
would "preserve to the Bishops and Clergy all their 
privileges.'' The first necessity would be to repeal 
the Coronation Oath, and then, when* they came to 
select a minister of religion, from what sect would it 
be ? Suppose a Baptist. What would the Congre- 
gationalists, the Wesleyans, the Particular Baptists, 
the Socinians say ?• Would they not fret and fume, 
stamp and — — at their exclusion ? And so with all 
the Chaplaincies in the kingdom, if we are to have 
any religious ministrations. Why, dear Mother, we 
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had a case in point a few months ago^ as illastrative 
and conclusive of the general result as any example 
could be. The Guardians of the Northampton 
Union begrudged the salary of the Chaplain^ and 
disestablished and disendowed him^ on the plea that 
the Ministers of ^' all denominations,'' — '^ black 
spirits and white, blue spirits and gray/' — ^would 
successively walk or ride up to the workhouse, a 
mile or more from the town, and perform a labour 
of love in ministering to the spiritual wants of the 
inmates. But like ^'spirits summoned from the 
vasty deep,'' when called upon, " they did not come 
when they were called"; and so the Guardians, like 
the first Napoleon, who, in the plenitude of his 
power, was under the necessity of re-establishing 
the disestablished Clergy of the empire, were 
obliged to reinstate the disestablished and disen- 
dowed Chaplain. It's the old saying, "What's 
every body's business is no one's." 

But till now the Dissenters and Roman Catholics, 
though they pleaded for the disestablishment, pro- 
fessed for themselves that they did not wish to 
meddle with the endowments of the Church ; all 
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• that the Dissenters said they desired^ was to have 
their disabilities removed; and^ at lengthy to be 
released from the payment of Church Rates. Now, 
however, one of their organs in the press, the 
House of Commons, and the pulpit, has publicly 
propounded a scheme of wholesale sacrilege, spoli- 
ation, and bribery, fully as villainous and flagrant 
as anything attempted by the Bed Republicans in 
the first Revolution in France, and the Communists 
now in. Paris. The late Lord Radnor, having been 
swindled by a certain person, and received from 
him a declaration that he should not pay till he 
found it quite agreeable to do so, made this cutting 
and pertinent reply: — '^ I have known many a rascal 
in my time, but you are the only one I ever met 
with who avowed himself to be a rascal.^' Mr. Mial 
glosses his proposal with a religious varnish, — it's 
all for the sake of religion — and for the emancipa- 
tion of the Gergy, from trammels of which the 
greater part were entirely ignorant, and which the 
complainers among them never felt. Subtilty veiled 
with hypocrisy is the most dangerous, as well as 
detestable of evil practices. The State has a right 
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to enforce the duties for which endowments were 
given^ and to see those endowments properly used ; 
but neither to wrest them from their rightful 
possessors^ nor to suffer anj others to despoil or 
injure them. The religious endowments of the 
Established Church are the property of the lay as 
well as the clerical members^ and especially of the 
poorer members of that Church, for the spiritual 
maintenance of whom they were chiefly required 
and bestowed. 

And then for the pernicious proposal which he 
makes for handing over this confiscated property of 
the Church to the several parishe's. Nothing could 
be more directly Communistic in its tendency than 
such a proposal. No doubt the radical leaders, and 
Ebenezer Snufwells, amongst the politicEd dissenters, 
would hope to come in for an annual allowance; 
but the majority of the parishioners consisting of 
the labouring class, would assuredly carry the day, 
for the proceeds to be divided amongst themselves, 
as most in want. ^^It will be £5 a head,'' they 
would say, '^ for man, woman, and child ; let us eat, 
drink, and«be merry; and when it's gone we shall 
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have quite as much rights or more^ to the dissenting 
chapels and endowments ; to the shops^ and factories^ 
and banks ; to the stock upon the farmSj and to a 
division of the land. The owners have sanctioned 
the principle and given us encouragement to carry 
it out. Hurrah for Felix Pyat ! Hurrah for Parson 
Mial ! Fraternity, Liberty, Equality ! '^ 

No, dearest Mother, God has often been especially 
gracious to thee and thy children, in giving thee 
seasonable and impressive warnings of '^ dangers 
ahead '^ ; and I hope that thy children will profit by 
the scenes that are enacted in a neighbouring king- 
dom. Approaching to fourscore years, I cannot 
expect to witness much that will happen to thee for 
the time to come. I pray it may be for continual good 
to thee and to thy children, that thou may'st ever 
be a " praise in the earth/' happy and prosperous in 
thyself; happy and prosperous in thy oifspring in 
every part of the world ; that they may continue to 
replenish and subdue it, till all the weiste places shall 
'' blossom as the rose ; '^ that by their teaching and 
examples they may extend the everlasting Gospel to 
every settlement they form^ and to every people with 
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whom they converse, till " the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea/' and " all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God/' This destiny is opened to thee — 
neglect it not : then shall ^' thy children rise up '' in 
all parts of the world, '^and call thee blessed." 
And you, 0! children, who ai*e expanding your- 
selves over the wide regions of the Western Con- 
tinent beyond the Atlantic, "look to the rock 
whence ye are hewn,'' to the isle from whence you 
sprung, and consider that from her you derive the 
constitutional energy and enterprizC;^ which have 
transformed you, with unexampled and marvellous 
brevity, from a small colony to a mighty nation. 
From her you derive your religion, your laws, and 
a great part of your institutions. If the Pilgrim 
Fathers suffered here, it was not from the consti- 
tution of the kingdom, nor iroxa the disposition of 
the people, but from those temporary tyrants who 
were permitted for a while to violate the constitution, 
and abuse the patience of the people. Instead of 
being urged to national rivalry and jealously, or to 
any matricidal feeling, come over to us in successive 
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groups^ or as single individaals^ and visit those 
sacred edifices ; those marvelloas cathedrals which 
the hands of your forefathers wrought in earlier 
days; visit the villages and hamlets where year 
forefathers dwelt ; the rural churchyards in which 
their bones are laid ; the green lanes — alas I so 
few — ^in which they strayed on the sabbath eve, 
making love to the sweethearts from whom you are 
sprung; inspect the monuments of the greatest 

a 

men upon earthy and remember with reverence and 
satisfaction^ that they were the kith and kin^ and 
the fellow countrymen and companions^ of your 
ancestors in this favored land. 

Patriotism, or the love and duty of a citizen 
towards his native land, is not only a civil and 
reasonable, but a solemn and sacred duty. The 
great Boman orator, who exhibited in his own 
person the duties of a patriot, has clearly expressed 
the reasonable and natural grounds of this duty in 
the following sentence, — '^ Dear are our parents : 
dear are our children, our relatives, and friends ; 
but dearer than all is our native land; for that 
comprises and sustains all those dear ones within 
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her affectioHate embrace, and who for her woald 
hesitate to encounter death ?* he might have added^ 
and finally receives them all into her maternal 
boBom/' The civic obligation arises from the pro- 
tection she affords to our life and property, and the 
opportunities she supplies us of procuring a main- 
tenance for ourselves and families. 

The sacred obligation is deduced from the dis- 
position of the Creator and Ruler of the world ; by 
whom it is that, as He *' has made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth,'' so ^^hath He determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation/' Acts 
zvii. 27. And the Buler of nations has given this 
solemn command to each of His people, " Thou shalt 
bless thy lanS," that is, call down a blessing upon it. 
And He who gave this command hath supplied us 
with beautiful examples of patriotism in the worthies 
amongst His own people, from their first great leader, 
Joshua, to the Maccabees; and above all, it is 

* Qiri Bunt paientes, can liberi, propinqai, familiares ; sed omnes 
onminm caritates patria ima com pleza est: pro qua qnis dnbitet 
mortem oppetore ? — Cicero in loco. 
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impossible to hear the pathetic lamentations of our 
Blessed Lord Himself over the impending ruin of 
Jerusalem^ without being fully convinced that the 
principle and sentiments of patriotism were deeply 
seated in His sacred hearty like all other principles 
and sentiments proper to His assumed humanity. 

And now, dear foster Mother, as, with three 
brothers I carried my life in my hands to serve thee 
in my youth, in the time of thy greatest agony and 
danger, so have I ever had thy honor and welfare in 
view, in all that, through a long existence upon thy 
lap, I have said, or done, or written; and I hope 
this legacy of love and duty will not be unfruitful ©f 
kindred love and duty amongst thy numerous 
progeny, when I am laid at rest within thy hallowed 
mould. 



So 
EDWARD FREEMAN, M.A., 

DISTINGUISHED ALIKE BY 

CLASSICAL LEABNINO, 

HISTORICAL AND GENERAL KNOWLEDGE, 

ACUTE REASONING, 

EXPRESSED IN TERSE AND APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE, 

WITH THE SYMPATHIES 

OF AN 

EARLY AQUAINTANCE AND OBSERVER 

OF HIS PROGRESS, 
THIS ESSAY IS DEDICATED. 



lo^n §ttll abmnnbl^etr 



ON 



INTERNATIONAL DUTIES. 



^ppjen!triiP, 



Queen Britannia. Now, John, I have summoned 
you to give an account of your conduct for the last 
three months of this horrid War : for I consider you 
to have acted ^ very rashly, foolishly, and unjustly, 
towards our old friends, the Germans, during that 
period. When the War first commenced you were 
dead against it. You justly blamed the Emperor 
of the French for commencing it, and, not unreason- 
ably, feared that it might draw all Europe into a 
cruel and devastating conflict. 

John Bull. Very true. Ma'am. I was, happy to 
see that all my family were of one mind on that 
occasion, especially those clever chaps of mine in 
the Times Office : they pitched into Boney right 
and left to try and stop him in his mad career, and 
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shewed up his wickedness and folly as clear as day ; 
and very hateful it all appeared to my mind. So 
did my boys in the other offices : and what truthful 
and capital accounts did the Times and the News 
give of the incidents of the War ; true as Gospel, 
and wonderfully interesting ! 

Q. B. But, John, I read other accounts of a very 
dififerent character, perverting the whole history of 
the War; setting up the French, and laying the 
whole blame upon the Germans. 

J. B. True, Ma'am ; I am sorry to say that some 
of my family got in with the French Ambassadors' 
chaps, and got cajoled by them till they didn't care 
what lies they told, putting black for white, and 
white for black. La ! Ma'am, would you believe it ? 
they say the Frenchman bought one of our papers 
and made it hold all Palikao's and Gambetta's rho- 
domontades. It is a wonder how it lost caste with 
all hone^ men : neither they, nor the public at large 
could abide it. Some say it was a party move to 
discredit and turn out the Ministry. 

Q. B, If you can't gain your ends by honest 
means, John, don't attempt it by foul. Truth will 
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prevail in the long run. But, John, I find now that 
the greater part of yonr family — even those clever 
boys of yours in the Times and News — ^have of late 
turned themselves tp abuse the Germans for cruelty 
and exaction, because they take 200 millions, the 
line of the Vosges, and a fifth part of Lorraine. 

/. B, Well, Ma'am, 200 millions is a large sum, 
and more than the French can bear. 

Q. B, Not if they addict themselves to peaceable 
and industrious pursuits ; and, John, wouldn^t it be 
much harder upon the Germans to pay that sum for 
expenses the French had put them to to defend 
themselves and their country ? If any of your 
people meet with even a railway accident through 
mismanagement of the Company, they sue and 
obtain ample compensation : the claim is stronger 
where the injury is of malice : so none of your 
hypocrisy, Master John. If the past and future 
expenses of the War, including pensions and 
gratuities, amount to that sum, they are bound in 
duty to their country to claim it, but not a farthing 
more than their actual expenses. 

J, B. But the Fortresses, Ma'am ; and the 
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adjoining territories^ whose inhabitants will be made 
over against their will. 

Q. B. Why, John, you are indeed become an 
arrant hypocrite in your old age. What did the 
French mean to do if they had got to Berlin ? 
Would they not have seized and kept possession of 
whole German States, as they did before, to a much 
greater extent than the Germans would wish to keep 
from them? and that not for their own security, 
as the Germans do, but for covetousness, domina- 
tion, and false glory. But what have you to say 
for yourself, John, in this same matter ? I won't 
say anything about Canada, which was of French 
planting, and very averse at first to your rule ; nor 
of Ireland, since formally united ; but why do you 
keep Hong Kong, Shanghae, Foochoo, &c. : you 
don't keep them as border fortresses to Great 
Britain ; nor Gibraltar ; and yet the natives are as 
averse to your occupation of their territory as the 
Alsatians and Lorrainenses to that of the Germans. 
It is the old story of the Mote and the Beam : the 
Gnat and the Camel. Mind, John, I don't blame 
you for keeping Gibraltar or Hong Kong; but 
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I condemn your arrant hypocrisy and pretended 
qualms of conscience on the subject of forced pos- 
session. To exempt the French from this penalty, 
would be to grant them a sole licence for aggression 
and plunder. 

c/. B. Certainly, Ma^am, there is truth in what 
you say ; nor is it all my family who agree with the 
Press in these censures of the Germans. I know a 
great many of my best educated and considerate 
children who think as you say ; but some allowance 
must be made for the Press ; a great deal of what 
they say is out of pity and compassion towards the 
fallen nation. You know, Ma^am, we always do 
take the part of the weak against the strong, and of 
the little boy against the big 'un, especially when 
they are down, or going to the wall. 

Q. B. Very true, John. Tour family is generally 
right-hearted, but often wrong-headed; just in 
sentiment, but erroneous in judgment; and often 
let the former overcome the latter. You may pay 
dearly for the expression of injudicious sentiments, 
and for your incautious sympathetic actions — ^the 
Crimean War, and the Alabama to wit. 
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J.B, (Shrugging up his shoulders^ and sighing 
deeply.) An awkward business that of the Alabama, 
Ma^am ! a heavy pull upon me, I doubt. Well, I 
did like to see the little one do such daring and 
wonderful exploits : it was so like our Cochranes, 
and Nelsons, and Vernons; not because it was 
against the Northerns in particular, it would have 
been the same against any people. We must try 
and mend the matter as we can. But, speaking of 
the Crimea, Ma'am, many of my family say we 
ought to have stood to the French because they 
were our allies and fought with us in that War. 

Q. B. Here, John, I must accuse you of great 
stupidity, inconstancy, and injustice. You know, 
John, you have always been considered an honest- 
hearted, but rather thick-headed fellow, easily gulled 
and misled by plausible and designing knaves. You 
don't seem to know that that War, like the present, 
was planned and fomented by Papists and Jesuits. 
They were jealous of the Greek Church, and the 
Bussian sustentation of it; and, acting upon the 
fears of the English, Austrians, and Turks, led them 
into War on pretence of protecting the Turks, but. 
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in reality^ to exalt the Latin and depress tlie Greek 
Charch throughout the East : and to carry out the 
darling scheme of the first Napoleon, to set England 
and Russia by the ears, in revenge for Moscow and 
Waterloo, and thereby give to France the pre- 
dominance in Europe. No I No I John I you are 
under no obligation to the French for the Crimean 
War: they put you in the post of danger, and 
ignored your actions, and €|ven your presence in the 
scene, when they celebrated their own deeds after the 
war by banquets and scenic representations on can- 
vas, claiming all the glory to themselves. Besides, 
you old simpleton ! did they not soon after desire 
and threaten to invade you ? What were your Volun- 
teers formed for but to resist their intended invasion ? 
Why were your harbours and dockyards fortified, 
but to protect them against the French ? You never 
thought of the Germans invading you. On the 
contrary, they have fought hand in hand with you 
against the French for two or three hundred years. 
Prince Eugene and Marlborough were like brothers, 
and when they fought in unison the English received 
their full share of the praise and honor. So through 
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all the Peninsular War, the German Infantry and 
Cavalry were some of the best and most reliable 
troops in the Duke of Wellington's Army ; and in 
the Battle of Waterloo there were no better under 
his command than Kielmanseg's Infantry and Sir 
William Domey's Cavalry. They have always been 
friendly, and never dangerous to us in any respect. 
I am sorry to find, John, that you are very forgetful 
and ungrateful, or very ignorant of the history of 
your own country and of Europe, even for the present 
century. What excuse is there to offer for lack of 
this essential knowledge on the part of those who 
write and speak in public of international a£^rs, and 
for their want of sound judgment and discretion ? 

/. B. To tell you the truth. Ma'am, a great number 
of my children don't accustom themselves to reflect 
at all, or to read anything solid. They betake 
themselves to novels, and exciting tales, and what 
they call light literature — periodicals with sensational 
articles. But the less they know of the truth and 
right of things, the more they chatter and follow like 
a pack of geese some noisy hissing gander. They say 
that they sympathise with the French because they 
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are so civilized^ and have sach a beaatifal Capital &b 
Paris^ with such splendid buildings^ elegant amuse- 
ments^ and studied politeness^ that it is a shame for 
the Germans to enter and molest them. 

Q. B. There is, indeed^ a great boast of the 
dvilization of the present day, as if it were of itself 
a great blessing to mankind. But civilization, in the 
proper sense of the word, signifies the intellectual 
and handicraft superiority in arts and sciences, and 
the more polished manners of civic over rustic life. 
With the exception of the more polished manners, 
the Germans were beforehand, and are yet more 
advanced in the intellectual and handicraft acquire- 
ments of the age than the French. And if less 
polished and polite in manner, they are on the other 
hand more cordial and sincere. Furthermore, John, 
if not restrained by moral and religious principles, 
this boasted civilization induces sensuality, dissipa- 
tion, frivolity, profligacy, extravagance, and cor- 
ruption of all public and private life; and a total 
disorganization of the State and the Constitution 
of the Kingdom. It was so with all the earliest 
civilized states and cities, from Egyptian Thebes and 
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Ninevehy Babylon and Susa^ Jerusalem and Antioch^ 
Athens and Borne. The Siphnian Oracle* was not 
only predictive of the fall of that state when its 
buildings should be constructed of marble; but of 
the capital of Augustus, when the bricks had been 
succeeded by marble : and it is through Christian 
moderation alone on the part of its conquerors that 
Paris has twice been allowed to stand ;t and I warn 
you, Master John, that your own fine buildings may 
biing shame and anguish upon you, instead of 
happiness and glory. Beligion alone can moderate 
and preserve you. High rents, expensive establish- 
ments, extravagance in dress, and pursuit of pleasure, 
are rapidly undermining the principles and happiness 
of our citizens. The so-called civilization of Paris 
has been the source of the greatest corruption to the 
habits and morals of our people, since the peace of 
'15 opened the Continent to the nobility, gentry, 
and commonalty of these kingdoms. 

/. JB. Ah, Ma'am, you may well say that. I am 

* See Herodotus on the Siphnian Oracle. Thalia, chap. i. 57. 
f Little did I think when I wrote the aboTe that Paris would so 
soon haye been exposed to destruction bj its own inhabitants. 
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sorry to say that a number of my boys and girls 
are a great deal too fond of finery and dress^ and 
transient amusements. Why, Ma'am, in former 
days, their mothers used to cut out, and make and 
mend, get up fine linen, make puddings, pickles and 
preserves, suckle their own children, and teach them 
everything useful to make them as good wives and 
mothers as themselves, and were all the healthier 
and happier for it. Young men are afraid to marry 
these fine ladies unless they have fortunes, for fear 
of being ruined ; and then to marry for money and 
not for love is seldom attended with much happiness. 
Q. B. The absence. of the religious element in 
Paris during this War is not only notorious and 
scandalous, but awfully distressing to every well- 
wisher of that people. There has been a devilish 
disposition displayed in some of our public journals 
to scoff at the piety of the Emperor of Germany, 
forgetting that our Nelsons and CoUingwoods, our 
Havelocks and Lawrences, were wont to acknowledge 
the Divine blessing on their snccessftil undertakings. 
Whereas, you will not find a single act of public 
religion from the beginning to the end of the War 
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by the French nation. One would suppose thab^ in 
the bitterness of their souls and their helpless con- 
dition^ they would have had recourse to the only power 
which was open to their cries^ and from which they 
could hope for aid^ after all other applications had 
failed them — that they would have supplicated the 
Bnler of Nations and the God of Battles for aid and 
deliverence. But^ so far from that, they trusted to 
the Statue of Strasburgh, and made their court 
to the work of their own hands. Is it any wonder 
that they should be given up to delusions and des- 
truction? It shows what the great Revolution of 
^98 has left to that nation — a large remnant of the 
worship which they then offered to the Goddess of 
Season ; so easy is it to destroy the religion of a 
nation — so slow and difficult is the process - of 
recovery. And the great difficulty there is, that as 
superstition engendered infidelity, the latter is sure 
to scourge its parent, and to revel a long time in 
licentiousness and wantonness. And, as for their 
ensign of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, they 
have always eventuated in Licentiousness, Tyranny, 
and Inhumanity. 
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/. B. I have^ indeed, Ma^am, thonght it very 
awful ; and am very pleased to say, that though the 
members of my family diflTer, more or less, on 
religious subjects, yet, when we suflfer under any 
great national calamity, they all unite in humbling 
themselves before the throne of God, and in suppli* 
eating His pardon, favor and deliverance. And we 
never knew Him to turn a deaf ear to our solemn 
appeal. Who knows, Ma^am, how much loss and 
sorrow the French might have been spared if they 
had thought of Solomon's prayer, and humbled 
themselves under the mighty hand of God, instead 
of being humbled under the hand of the enemy ? 

Q. jB. And yet, John, the religious question was 
at the bottom of this war; for, acting upon the 
jealousy, irritation, and false glory of the French, ifr 
was hoped by the Papal Court, and suggested to 
the Emperor Napoleon that, if he went to war with 
Prussia, he might reckon upon Austria and the 
Southern States of Germany, and so overwhelm the 
Protestant part of the Fatherland, and re-establish 
the Papal dominion throughout Europe. H!ad the 
French been successful, they would soon have been 
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excited to turn against us ; and what with the dis- 
affection in Ireland^ and the Bepublican and Papis- 
tical sympathies increasing among us, we may 
consider the daccess of the Germans to be a general 
deliverance for Europe and a special deliverance for 
England. 

J. B. What do you think, Ma'am, of our Army 
and Navy, which are all the talk in Parliament 
now ? 

Q. B, Why, John, you know the old national 
song, " Britannia rules the Waves ^' ; and I hope 
always to keep mistress of the seas, your *^ Tight 
Little Island ^^ requiring my protection; and I hope 
you wiU always have an army capable of defending 
your country and your dependencies throughout the 
world. But I advise you to avoid offence, and to 
keep thoroughly clear of the quarrels of others. 
'^ God and your Right '' be your motto ; be loyal 
to the backbone, patriotic to the core of the heart. 
Feai* God, and keep your powder dry for defensive 
purposes : and, above all, stick to your Protestant 
faith and reformed religion, and then you will have 
no need to fear any Nation, Pope, or Devil. 
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/. B. Well, Ma^am, I think I could answer for 
most of my family to do what's right, if they did 
but get at the truth of things. 

Q. B, True, John; but instead of carefully 
examining, reflecting, and forming a judgment on 
facts and acknowledged principles, they are readily 
influenced by the misrepresentations of interested 
parties, carried away by plausibilities, and led into 
hasty action by sensational influences. 

J, B. I hope, Ma'am, you don't blame me for 
sending aid in money and necessaries to the sufiering 
nation ? 

Q. jB. No, John, I highly approve your motives 
in that respect. It is worthy of your noted humanity 
and Christian charity. When called upon to relieve 
the distressed, we don't inquire into the merits of 
their conduct, but into their need of help and relief. 
We are instructed by our blessed religion to give 
our enemies food when they hunger, and drink when 
they thirst: how much more when they are your 
neighbours and friends. Many good Samaritans 
have honored themselves and their country by 
•* pouring in oil and wine," and ^^ carrying them to 
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the inn/^ and '^ taking care of them.'* And now, 
John, I trust that, though Mr. Gladstone has (un- 
wittingly, I hope) committed himself with respect 
to the Pope, your family at large will admit that 
Lord Granville has acted with consummate prudence 
and delicacy, and with equal dignity and impartiality 
through the whole course of this war : and that the 
country is deeply indebted to him for bringing her 
safely and honorably through the rocks and quick- 
sands of international diplomacy to present peace and 
safety. And that the country is also greatly in- 
debted to the Times for the unswerving fidelity of 
its reports in recording the incidents of the war; 
its early deprecation and remonstrances addressed 
to the offending party, and the valuable information 
supplied to the public, from time to time, through 
the letters of its able correspondents, and its leading 
articles and paragraphs, especially those of its own 
correspondent in Berlin, which, I am glad to see 
published in two octavo volumes, well worthy the 
consideration of statesmen in particular, and of the 
English public in general, as revealing the hidden 
springs by which this* war was set in motion, and 
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the ultimate purposes in which it was intended by 
the moving parties to eventuate. The safety, and 
honor, and welfare of a country depend very much, 
in the present day, upon the integrity and purity of 
the Press. I trust the English Press will never 
descend to that of France, which has brought the 
greatest evils upon that unhappy country. 

/. B. I hope so too, Ma^am. 

Q. B. Well, good bye, John ! keep your boys 
and girls in good order, and steadily at work, and 
never forfeit your own good character. 

/. B. All right. Ma'am I Rule Britannia ! 
Britannia rules the Waves. 

God save the Queen, 
And prosper Old England. 

P. 8. — Since the above was written, the Times has 
published the OflBcial Reports of Colonel Stoppel, 
the Military Attach^ to the French Embassy at 
Berlin, to the Emperor Napoleon, which fully bear 
out what the Author of this pamphlet has written in 
vindication of the Prussians and condemnation of 
the French. 

p 
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THE SUNSET OF THE 22nd JULY, 1870. 

Saw ye the sun with blood-red orb 

Below the hills descend ? 
Saw ye the fiery flakes he cast 

Through all the heavens extend ? 

The men of old experience said. 

When former wars were rife. 
That streams like those would soon be shed. 

The purple streams of life ! 

Alas ! Fve known those tokens dire 

O^er many a' field displayed ; 
And still from many an aged sire 

The mournful tale's conveyed. 

The truthful tale — ^alas ! too true — 

That lurid sun forecast,* 
That man forewarned, might have in view 

The future in the past. 

* ** There shall be slg;iifl in the heayens above." 
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THE CALL OF THE FATHERLAND. 

Written at the denouncement of War by the French. 

Ye children of the Fatherland ! — 

Wherever abroad ye be — 
Come ! hasten home ! and take your stand 

To set your country free. 

See ! at the door the restless Gaul, 

By lust and malice led, — 
List I to your dear ones^ earnest call 

To scare the foes they dread. 

Call ye to mind the tales of old — 

Of rapine, sword, and fire — 
The tales whilom your Fathers told 

That filled your souls with ire. 

How erst the ruthless Corsican 

His countless hosts overspread 
Your fields and harvests, and o'erran 

Your cities, filled with dread. 

f2 
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How on your Monarch's neck he trod, 
Nor spared his beauteous Queen, 

Not heeding sex, or man, or God, 
Nor aught his lust between. 

Till, roused at length, the Nation rose. 

And shook with proud disdain. 
The hateful yoke they'd fain impose 

Upon our necks again. 

We drove them out the Fatherland, 
And from our Rhine's blest shore : 

Then come 1 brave children ! take your stand. 
And drive them back once more. 

Undaunted still, tho' first success 

May not be ours to boast ; 
We'll rise again, and strike no less, 

Till vanished be their host. 

Undaunted shall they find our Van, 

And every corps between ; 
Undaunted, to the Arriere Ban, 

Shall one and all be seen. 
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Ye children of the AUemande ! 

Of ancient days renowned. 
United with the, Saxon band 

Let all your sons be fonnd ! 

If severed, you may conquered be. 

And bear the yoke to-day : 
United, cause the foe to flee. 

And free yourselves for aye. 



CONSOLATIO ALEMANNIGE. * 

After the Slat^hter at Qravelotte. 

Tour first bursts of sorrow o'er — 
German mothers, weep no more 
For the sons in battlo slain. 
But live in hope to meet again. 

Heed not where their bodies lie : 
Let them sleep where'er they die 
Within their common mother earth, 
Who'll bring them to their second birth. 
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With a ready liberal hand 
You gave them to the Fatherland : 
Released from every tie beside, 
For the Fatherland they died. 

German mothers rise above 
The far-famed Spartan mother's love. 
Who parting said — upon this shield 
Come back in death, but never yield. 

More than Spartan valor they 
In every phase of war display : 
Let victory, wounds or death betide. 
Fearless they the issue bide. 

German maidens ! cease to mourn 
For those who leave you now forlorn ; 
Consoled that you should worthy prove 
To be the objects of their love. 

Fathers ! let no son withstand 
The calling of the Fatherland — 
The foster parent she of all- 
Then yield them to the sacred call ! 
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German matrons ! needs must you 
The wife's fond pleadings now subdue : 
'Tis you and home to guard — so dear — 
They now to meet the foe appear. 

Brothers and sisters ! children all — 
Neighbour and friend ! let every call 
Of fond endearment whilom e yield 
To interest in the battle field. 

While all that^s dear is still at stake 
Each private wish and end forsake : 
And while the contest lasts, controul 
Each private passion of the soul. 

Their blood-stained victories yet will bear 
Most precious fruits, beyond compare : 
In safety from the neighbouring foe. 
Tour days henceforth in peace may flow. 

I know your trials — ^long ago 
Four brothers of us met your foe : 
My eldest born, like them, as brave. 
Is sleeping in a foreign grave. 
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The grief that braves the day and Kght, 
Still claims the stillness of the night ; 
When thoughts of fond regret will rise 
To wring the tears from aged eyes. 

The following lines were published by the Author 
of this work in 1854, on the occasion of the retreat 
of the first Buonaparte after the Battle of Liepsic, 
and crossing the Ehine into France : — 

THE FREEDOM OF THE RHINE. 

^^ Once more he crossed, with hasty stride. 
The bounding Rhine for aye ; 
No more he^U pass the rescued tide — 
'Tis free— 'Tis free to-day ! 

The children of the northern bank 

Now chase him o^er the lea ; 
And still they cry, from rank to rank. 

Our Father Rhine is free ! 

And woe betide the future foe 

That dare this stream invade ; 
More lightly shall he come than go 

Beneath the Teuton blade." 
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